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Abstract: Purpose: This study aims to explore how age-friendly design forms a role consensus for the elderly population. Methods: Grounded in role theory, this research adopts
longitudinal and cross-sectional research methods along with comparative analysis to clarify the evolutionary trajectory of age-friendly design theories concerning the elderly as
protagonists. Results: Based on the distinctions of roles played by the elderly in age-friendly design theories, the evolution of theories is categorized into three stages: peripheral roles,
functional roles, and protagonist roles, indicating that age-friendly design theories gradually become comprehensive and objective in line with the evolution of societal expectations and
perceptions of elderly roles. Conclusion: Addressing aging will be a significant issue in current and future society, and a role perspective aids in refining age-friendly design theories.
Keywords: age-friendly design theory; role theory; elderly population; role evolution; design
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